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come h the Importunity of. Frzends;\have.vera= 

Mk Delay .in; pi lifki jebes aſming- Diſc 
14ps it well a ROAT, 


nt regard. to. bis Tears, to, the e: Treark ſe 
and to gs ſmall importance te. the Bubleck, be 
' ought: Kather 7 feh\ bis F orwardneſs 


x to apdlogiR 
nom 11 axpoſing it: . But however this bs im 
- dertaking mag;be cenlurid.d ſome, on 6 former 
| Account, as late and unſrafuebles. or; by. others 
on the latter , as vain and inggn federate ; be 
hopes, betwixt. them he may fi Ao vs who. will 
ut amore favourable Conſirufion both upon the 
Diſcourſe it ſelf, and the Inducements to print it. 
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A Sermon Preach d 


- them; yet have we this Practice recom- 
mended to us by very many great and illu- 
ſtrious Examples and Preſidents recorded in 
' ſacred and prophane Hiſtories... For when 
the Faithfil rriarch, Abrabam, . returned 
from the Conqueſt and Slaughter of the four 
Kings, and offer'd the-Tenths of all. co Me/- 
chiſedech, Prieſt of the moſt high God, he 
was cnicrtain'd and bleſſed by" ehe©Pricſt, 
who bleſſed God too, on his Behalf, for de- 
TE eo mcnr w10 CEE . 
The nuraculoyus Paſſage and Eſcape of the 
Children of Irael _ hi fatal Overthrow- 
of Pharaobar on alli\his Hoff. in _ Red 
a, were no leſs ſolemnly and. joytully ce- 
lebrated by Makes, Org Nag : yer 
when the Lord had diſcomfited Zabin,a 
Svſerz,” with ll their Forces; *then ſays De- 
borah and Barak that-memorable *smiw, gr 
Song” 'of ThumpH,” recorded: m- the. fifth 


Chapter of Figges.- 'Nor:may-ic- feetrr im- 


prpbable: tHe! in the' Book of the'Tord's 


- - Batcels, referr'd'to by Moſes, Numb. 21+ 14. 


and 1n'the Book of Faſhar, 'mention'd:Fof.” 

_ 1613. and 2 Som. i; 18; asalſo'in thoſe'ri- 
ny: other Books of the-Acts of the Kings of 
= | Iſrael 


Scoiabik ooh __ 3. 3 
Ifeel and Zudgh, memtiqn'd; and referr'd to 
elſewhcre mn Scripture;-(all which arc loſt) 
yery:maany Paſlages of #his ng Were ſet 


. dowtx.ar 20m \ that 

| Many,indecd, and oreatwere che Toanble Pail 34. ry. 
and; Dain of Ri ghtcous David, but yerthe 
Lord dehyered hin our of all;; and he forgar 
not to:praife him for:it, as is evident from the 
ſeveral -Plalms of Praiſe; and Thankſgivin 
compoſed'|by him on thoſe Occaſions; _ 
tho his wiſe and peaccfal Son, and; Succef- 
for, had” not:thoſe Occaſions: his Blefſed Fa- 
cher had, yet we find him in. dedicating the 
Temple ,, which, was accompblhed 71 with 
Prayers, Praiſes, 'and Sacabees, and with all 
Solemnities ſuitable-ro the Beaury, Magni- 
ficence, and: Uſe, of the Building, For Dd 
God allo that had given Reſt unts his Peo- I Rings 8. 56, 
ple Ihaek. © - 

And when the: Inkakicanes of WV Bing Mo- 2 Chron. 20. 
4, and Mount Seir, came up ag ainſt Jeho- 
ſaphat, he did. not- only apply himſelf to 

God for his Aid and Succour-by Prayer.and 
; Falbog ; bur when the Lord had fo ſignally 
own'd his Cauſe; and. ablolueely gaind = 
Victory to himſelf by turning the Enemies 
Hands againſt one-another. yr was {o (en- 
_ of- nc Deliveranin, ;aat (aſſembling ol 


* Sermon Prewel/e-* 


the People for the urpoſe). retarn'd fuck an 
unanimous and ſolemn Praiſe, : that it pave 
| Name tothe Place where it was perfornied, 
and. it was proto callee: | R—_ of 
Bleſſing. = LES OODLE: 
\eccher WCre adn Heathens wanting in 
conſecrating part of theit Spoils/- ji 


Sacrifices, in {inging #riumphant eriris;-in 
erefting Alrars and Tem ples to:thar Gods, 
for theiy Vittonies: eve, and Deliverances 
from their Enemies. ->andwher Chriſtiani- 
ty had tauvhr- ro aſcrſBe!to''theiloftl rhe 
Honour due-only to his Nams;- and the Ro- 
#an Emperaurs had ſubmitted: their Scepters 
to that of Righreouſneſs, then wete.they.no = 
leſs earctul and: punctuat.couppointand-ob- 
ſerve ſer Times'of publick-Thankſgiving- ro 
Almighty God-for his Mercics:to, and. Pro- 
tection over them. 

Such'great and: pious-+ Prefidents hav'our 
moſt Gracjous - Soveraign'for bleſling:God 
in this manner ; and indeed, he-wants'not 
among his own Royal, bs and-Re- 
nowned Anceſtors, for pood 'Examples' of 
ſuch his Piety. And, i 0 tis. rrue- their 
—— were for Victories over Fo- 
| Enemues, - and Formidable-ones / yoo, 
which magnify God sDeliverances towatds 


| them, 


"6 


-— 


_ 8 0994/0 nar; — 24 
them, and fignaliz'd' thoſe govod' Occafions 
of their Thankfulneſs ; yet has not His Pre- 


ſent Majeſty les Cauſe to bleſs God, whothas 


delivered: hyn-irom Domeſtick Foes, from 
the Strivings.of his own People. | 

\, My-Text 1spart of that Pſalm of Thankſ- 
g19188;. Wich as: the Title thereof. ſpeaks, 
the Royal Prapher: ſang in the Day that the 
Lord delivered him our of. the Hand. of all 
his Ehgries; and how proper it. is on this 
Occa(ton, 1 ſuppoſe. it will nor be difficule to 
diſcern, from ; Parallel of Holy David's 
and- our; Gracious Soveraign's 'Troubles- and 
Dangers, and from their reſpe&tive Neliye- 
rances... For, they were both-ggain'd up in 


_ the Schopl;of AMfliction, and;;fmarsed for 


ſome time-under the like ſevere Diſcipline : | 
afcer.that, they both enjoy'd a Tine of Ser- 


tlement, Peace, and Proſperity ; after which 


again; their; Enomics-braks forth afreſh; and - 
were -much- alike, and - their Deliverances 
many and fignal, and parallel m none mare 
than in thus |< wolin in-che Text, from the 
Strzvings 'of tbeir own; People, 


- The Text affords theſe two Confſidera- k 


Fitt,, Of the Nature of the Delyerance, 


andthat is fromthe Strivings of the People. 


_ Second- 


/ 


5am, 16. of Shimei, the Treachery and officious Cru- 
- " x 8am. 22.9. Elty of og hs Sedition of Sheba, the Sub- 


'- 5m. 16-6 Ingratitude and Rebellion of Abſalor. 


«& Sermon Preach4' *808 
' Secondly, Of the Author of it, Thox haſt 

gelhvered, G66; ou ooo II 

« * - Firſt, To fer forth the Deliverance, *cwill 

\ be neceſſary to ſhew the Nature and Quali- wy 

ty of the Danger from which it was; and _. 

. *ris very fitly here expreſs'd by the Strivings 

of the People : by which Term we may un- 

derſtand, all the Comention, Oppolitien, 

and Faction of the People. In David's Caſe 

1t includes all the Inſolences and Violences 

his People us'd toward him, as the Railing 


tilty and Defection of Achizophel, and the 
' By the Strivimgs of the Peopk;, -in the 
Circumſtances of oxr. David, we: muſt not 
only underftand ſome Riſings, Stirs, Heats, 
_ Diſorderly Things, as ſome would mince 
the Matter, bac cherein are 1mply'd all che 
Factious Bandyings and tumultuary Buſtles 
for making Parts in Petitioning, and at Ek- 
ions, all the Heat and Violence, all the 
Noiſe and Clamour in running down the 
Friends to the Government, im ſummoning, 
hurrying up; and reſtraining in an arbitrary 
and* grievous manner their fellow Subjets, 
in unkind and undurtiful Votes wy 
£ VC- 


A 


3s penn er 9th. 1683 gs "op 
won "y ſome of them of an it Af- 

| Tendency, as is. ſince manifeſtly 

heegy 4he-Event. - But further; _. 

By he Strivings of the People, may well be 
underſtood all the Riors, Tumults, and Up- 
roars of the Mobile, when they are ſcra mad- 

wo. Thoſe which: David, who was not 

unacquainted with . them, moſt firly joyns 
with. the raging of the:Sca, and the noiſe of * «+. 7 

its Waves; for, a turbulcnr Rabble. being 

moy'd, by;the ſtormy, Breath of ambitious 

Policicians., - who: love. to fiſh in troubled 

| Waters, , are. as. giddy .and. unconſtant, as 

noifie: and boyſterqus, as. outragious and 

A$ | pngoVe vernable Element. They 

indced, a as-wellas the Wicked, may be com- 
Paren.e red.to the troubled. Sca, that cannor. reſt, Iſs 57. 26 
caſts up Mie; and Dur, for they caſt up. 

/Dirt, too, and, diſcharge it,in The very Face 
of- Autho rity, 1n the ag of the cl hick Ofi- 
cers.in Church and State, and then perſwade 
themſclves that it is their natural Complc- 
xion.- | In.fine,. the.groſs Calumnics, the ter- 
rible Menaces, the various and inconſiſtent. 
Clamours, the deſperate. Infolencies of ſuch, 
a furious Crew, may well, ſure, if any thing, 'R 
can, be term'd. the Strivings of the Peop n 
But furthermore: * 

n- 


a Poflibility to fear, felt what iCts nexe! 
to impothble they ſhould' ever feet-'* Tis: 


 trary Power, that are made uſe of as Glaffes' 
 toccontract and approximate the'moſt wide: 


A rap PF? 
Un cr this Notion of the Strivini 


People, may fall all the cunning an 
an politi Preparatives of the' People for: 
Mutiny, Sedition and Rebdlion by falſe 
News, ſcandalous Reports, malicious" Re-' 
preſentations of the Governours and Go-" 
vernment, rendring 'the one odions, and-, - 
making the other ſcem grievous to the Pco-- 
ple; ora rene Rl Perſecutton, reſhi- 

1 ; 


M genes cf iblick 


: Tyranny, 
Aﬀeies. "the the Kedvdnani" of it Men: and 
the like; poſleffing the People, that their 


Religion, their Liberties and Propertics, arc 

— and in danger to be loft ; upbraid- | 
ing them with Tamenefs, and animating 

chem to affert their Liberties'gs becomes 4 . 

liſh-men. With theſe Pretenices they 

the People think they feel what Hee is only 


thoſc ftale mars th of Popery and Arbi- 


and remore-Fears and Fealouſies, and alſsto- 
cnlarge and improve theſmalleſt Cloud of a 
Gricyance, tho no bigger than that which = 
WO - Propher's Servant cfpy'd, viz,, than a' 
Man Ss Hand: fo that as thar did, ir ſhall 


1mmc- 


'Septhaaber "Yi 2.  E-- 
wamediately overſptcid themmoſtScrene and 
Halcyon days; and; withit then. too. they. 
camraile the moſt dreadful Stora cither. ro LN 

ovet,: 08: to fall;upon; the:'Peo; A 
jp ids ihofuch'lowring and | F 
10n;/0r rather mdeed-mn their on | 
> ofa 1 and JuperſtitionsFanczes;rhey! 
ee pee mari prev 
| an fright fylSpectres,to aſſault and deftriy; 
nd no, daubt. thoſe. po mar thus 


the iowa! nai: ings: heat, 
;axcinot lofs zealous and! attive roma 


SAR, * 
gether, W. oa \ And the 
yl HH = 


mp E: ers Pee ther ow f SG 

t ear, uote that they fee; = 

Gyan I afioſe wheareſafolicitous; ” 
them fear eyery ching, would art laſt nn 
chent co fdat.nd ;\Emcan;' Fhofſewho 
would-render thery Focimorous of ſuffering 
afyi thing fromrhe Goyernmens,” would ac 
laGbring them:aor.to;tear-to-decany: thifg 
again(}:it:: for [twas| thedate:\RoyadMaroyr's. 
Obſervation, that, When the Peaples Eyes are: £m. vec. 
once blinded with \ ſuch Miſts of Sehoicitns, they'$ 15: 
are ſoon 1 iſled into;the' moſt deſperate Precipi- 

 Ops,of Actions. wherein they. do mot only. n0t 

C conſt- 


16 


þoow ry p_ Rule 


- 'Serdion Priecackief>? 
confider theſr Sir and "Danper, 'but' ghory ts 
—_—_— AdoenmuresDis : wen 10 - 


cheſecafe ods: ig of ſomt6"Rags 
pin the: main; 'whillt others, have their 
mote idiftint Poſts 8nd: Infttu@ions' to 


carry 101 the! fame Some re ho 
boriring-cowartitHe:: &,and have theiv 
'Bulpjedtk comeaiupod] as Ofiph 


nakFibertyarid Power from cPcople, c0- 
ordinace. Power inithe! Three Eftatcs, "the 


Kos eg oa wy" 11 Miner 2Unfwbhy- 
[1Doarinbr:of 1SblfPrbfervaciore: ee: 
Fo -ofiBe{ibmoenn Cate GO 

E 
and\the they» a ulbothentinaC 


fee: Houſer) ng intalþyptblicdke places?) t 
co: argue: arid [hadaertheſ ws) Ons 


1d fis) 36: bluow ,oauls 11579 169! 217 - 


-Andris from his  firik@2nd"liteaciou 


 neſvofithe Tonguo'and Pen; as/fronltwe 


ore —_— that: pore oe; 
Miſunderfianiimss] Oppoferions, f and" Syprolns, 
have! rb been detivd 3 Andt!wets- 
caſic. to\trace. then m'their-{everal Coty. 


{cs and-:Channels where:they have poiſon'd 
honeſt Principles, 'embitter's pood:Blood,: 
proxicared\weak Heads;*and :1n fine; bred 


I 
off ; 4 


 Septembed 91h. '1'6'8 3. 


all ſorts of ill-Humours mthe leaſt "ee / 


_ - pants. of: the Body:iPolitick.”:: And itho! the | 

Fountains - or -Authors: of theſe Miſehiefs, 
like ' Nie; [hid their Heads} yet! * viſible 
Brood, :as monſtrous'and pernicious as atiy 
that out of Slime'and Mad were ever'bred 
on that River's Banks, were in 'like-manner 


 produyc'd here;/ by the-oyerflowings of their 


Gall, and the m_ of their: Spleen. 
:And'for the-fare pu wr ho-doubt, it 
was; that the Licen{& of rhe:'Pulpit-was as 
much endeavour'd; as bes of* the! Tongue 
and Preſs were abus'd ; that by a'more fo- 
lemn, compendious, "and intalkble wa 
Men raight be: pulpited! gur-of that Senſe, 
ary 2 and: Loyalty, whichhe! ocher 
had Ieft. them. ; For the: Preſs indeed tay 
publiſh and vend. Dottrines: tending” to Se- 


vo an oe5Rebellion;' but che. Cofiventicle 


mol, \teaches,.. 'and :recommends. them 


o practice: :In a Club -or Coffee-Houſe. 


reaſonable Maxims and:Tencts may be dif- 
cours'd-'or whitperd , and more: may-be 
imply'd by poliack Nods, Faces; and Moth 
ons; bur 1n-2 Conventicle they. are- trurn- 


pore, alarnd'd ,; proclaim'dr-In ſhore, the 


meal ig; may etail a hetle Stanch, -pro- 
fane and apocryphal Scdition, or Rebellion, 
"2 ut 


- 


TT 
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but the Tub broaches them whole-ſale, ſan- 
Etifies and renders them Orthodox and Ca- 
Tis there: Meroz13s curs'd, [and curs'd bit- 
terly too, Whoſoever he be that 15-not rea- 
dy to came forth to! the Help of the Lord, 
ro the Help of the. Lord againſt the Mighty. 
'Tis there the People have been taughr to 
rage furiouſly together, and to imagine vain 
. things, as that the King was juſt ſtanding 
up in an Arbitrary Way, and the Rulers, 
his Miniſters, taking Counſel together 'with 
him, againſt the Lord, againſt the Reform- 
ed Religion, and againſt his Chriſt, that ſo 
they.nught bring in Antichrift, z; e. Popery, 
into- the Nation. And then 1t was time, 
| they thought, ro remonſtrate to the King, 
and to inyveigh againſt the chief Oracles of 
the Law with a Be wiſe zow:therefore,” 0 ye 
' Kings, and be learned ye: that are Fudges of the 
Earth. And becauſe they. 'did not take 
their Advice, the next Step they made was, 
(caling themſclyes all the while His. Maje- 

fty's moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjefs) to break 
the bonds of Allegiance in ſunder,and to caſt away 
the Cords of Duty from them ;, and then they 
began to ſpeak unto them 1n their Wrath, 
”-5- - Let us, ſaid they, bruiſe them with a Rod of 

& 


Tron 
bs | 


Scpterlber. 94h. .1 618 3. 13 

Tron, and. break, them in. pieces like. a Potter's 
Veſſel; and that we may not want a religi- 
ous; :Pretence, !1ct . the. Praiſes of God be. inv6l. 14g. . 
our Mouths, and a; two-edged Sword in our 
Hands, to be avenged of the Heathen, and to ».; 
rebuke the, People, 10 fpoil the Egyptians, to 

drive; out .the Canaamtes, before ws,, to-bind 
< . #herr Kings in Chains. and their Nobles with © * 3. 
Links of Iron, and then as Succeſs attended 
them, they ftamp'd upon their Cauſe, as 
upon their Coin, God with us 3 and the moſt 
deſperate Execution of their. proſperous 
Villanics were preach'd up, and comme- 
morated . with a Such Honour bave all his *-» 
Saints: and ſuch as theſe are the Religious 
Strivings:of the People. y 


 Tantum Religio potuit ſuadere malorum ! 

( | lbs 

And thus are they taught by their Spiri- 
tual and Tempoera os poo tis = 
only lawful, but expedient, nay, even their 
Duty,. to rebell, and. perſuaded that their 
religious and ciyil Intereſts do both call 
upon them to diſcharge 1t, poſſeſſing them 
that both are at ſtake, and in the utmoſt | 
danger, even when they are 1n the greateſt \ 
Security, and the making them belieye oe : 

they 


& 


| A Sermon Preachd © 
they are in a deſperate Condition, makes 
them' really deſperate.” And then tis no * 
wonder if the common Pegple; under ſuch. 
Miſrepreſeritations of Things, loſe the.Sub- 
ſtance to catch at Shadows, part with a 

reſent, 'real Happin&&,” in purſuit'of a de” 
fafive one; and to-prevent an imaginary 


Evil in Futurity, bring a' preſent cercain' 
Evil upon themſelves, and perhaps entail it 
on their Poſterity. \,  _ ade 7s 
Thus when in-the- midſt of Safety ind” 
Proſperity, as-to the, Government; they! 
have pofleſs'd the People that they ++ m7 
extream Jeopardy and Miſery, the next 


thing 1s to mark out, arid brand the 'Au--\. 
thors and Occaſions - of: theſe pretended 
Evils; and thoſe we may be ſure, muſt be 
all the Friends to the Government, efpeci- 
ally the chief Miniſters of State, and. Offi-* 
cers in Truſt, and the King himſeltfts brought 
in with a {ide-Wind, as being a good Man, 
but led away ; and then over againſt rheſe, 
chey point our and rank the Ceadir and- 


Dehliverers of the People, the Defenders of 


their Religion, - the Vindicators of theis - 


Rights, the Redrefſors of their Grievances, 
the Patriots of their Country, the os 
and the Foſhuahs that muſt lead them 

= through 


& "> Seanber 62 2. 168 - =o 
h the Red:Sca of Blood; and through 

a Wilderneſs of their own: making, rot 

Pronkiſed Land'of Eaſc:and. Plenty; 

"Then he that hath no. Brains tall be ſet 
_ up'for the Head! of: the-People; thoſe that 
hayeano:Religion; for :the Defenders of the 
Proteſtants thaſe that have 'no Virtue, ef- 
pecially notthat'of+Gontinence, for the 
Scourges of the Lewdnels of the Court, and 
of the: Vices of the Times; thoſe thar have. 
ng{Hoheſty, for the Maintainers of Laberty 
and Property ; thoſe that have: mio Loyatey, 
for-thei King's: Friends; and thoſe whoſe 
__ guilt. and dread of Puniſhment make. chem- 

- "By thiexTountry, tobe the Patriots of it ; 
- ai ite a' Ward one that had -no Princi- 
ples, bur h 4vinded and ſhifted to all the 
Poingpf ons; to-be the only, "ſta- 
bldo wiſe, and Farthful. Subject and Counſel- 

lors an the; Counſel which hacounſdled, 


 as-4t was faid of that of Achirophel, was « gan. is. :;. 


eltetmed by them. as if a Man bad enquired 
at the Grarinof God :- and:rhe-Reafon of all 


. this is obvious, for che'Cauſe|clects, juſti- | 


fes, and ſanctifies, all r's-teſpective loſtru- 
nents. 

Theſe were/.the Strivers in Peritioning, 
EDEN: Proteſtmg, Feaſting, - atd- 


Aſo 


Ly 
& 


wo ”* 
* S 4... £ 
* 
' 


ix Cedirion,) caBalld;Plotrod;'a 
; en: a nai His 'moft Satrefd Majeſty, 
" {whom God long preſerve) a Saint his Nog 
al - Brother, wr the! Eftabliſhed Govern- 
ment 11 'C burch and State, 'and againſt! che 
moſt Loyal and emintnt- Subjefts in both;"to 
rear out the:very Bowels of their Mother- 
Country, to-turn the Land into.ani Arcelda- 
ma, a Ficld: of Blood,” ro involve alt in.Ru: 
inc and Confuſion: in ſhort, | ro'act! 
again the moſt bloody and diſmal. Tragedy 
of. a: Civil War; wes we of-rhis-Nation _ 
ho che- moſt; reaſor 1n IN 4, bor Þ We 
dread, having fo: lon mately; 
ſeverely, ſmarted: ur lex: "this; 
er e920 one 'wauld: think: ould worn: 
very fond, :or:cafie to bepcaſvadcdits play 
the ol: Game, and-'to* oy the far "Expe: 
riment: Ovcr again. E813 10: Dig GY Ber” 
'Upon \the-wholc:.matter;:{uch/ agithieſe 
have. been che Strivings of domeof dur Gra. = 
cious David's i People ; rand: how © aralle} 
they are' to: thoſe trom which god ; 
Dazid was delyercd, is very x, xp c to wake 
out to any that will remark--and. ap 
things, How there has not wanted in Py 
| Days 


jo | Sepremaber pi r £ 83 3. 
Days 2 Doeg that would ftill be ready to be- 


tray tho. Kang s;Sccrets;.and,to:expoſe him 
£0 Fw Malice of bis;Enenucs, nor a factious 


Sheba-to blow the Trum wer Sedition, and = Sam. 20. 


$9.1 tell che People, thy, I * 
critance_m.'our. David; ing them, 
that che King had. ll Thonabo and il} 
Deſigns; upor-them :/ neither yet .a deſpite» 
ful. Skimei withall the outward. Expreſly 5, 
of Contempt. and: Rancour,! to. ire 
even. with Cruclry, 4;moſt,mercifu fs os 
Nor has there wanted a cunning Achitopted, 
who being turn'd-olit of the. King's Coun- 
ſcls, degraded from. his. Offices; and, bbs 


Lucifer, thrown: from the. Pinnagls. of 
Ambition, grew ontared, pon Air 


= Part-Aor 1n- 


and ! ecycngen, and, emplay'd: 'all; tns Poli- 

Malice, /a Iacerot, þ ly do Mil: 
chixt to the fivg ap; the Ge Bt; and 
to-all thoſe; who wers, under hs mn 


Influence ; for neither did there. want an 
Abſalom to | be ſeducd,.who | ng.inftruged 
ro act the hops ular Parr, by ſhewing himſelf 
on..all {ab Ocgaſions,.and. by 5 hoying 
to theRabb & es © bf itcal 2897 the Hearts . 
of the Peoplez an at ſpird againſt 
a woſt, Gracious. "y ; mate J oueradign, 
"and a moſt render and - = Parent: -,: 

| Now 


is 


| A Sermon Preach'd © 
. Now it having-pleas'd Almighty God, of 
his infinite Goodneſs 'to our moſt Gracions 


 Soveraion and to his Kingdoms, 'to deliver 
him from ſuch Strivings of his People, and 


2 Sam. 15, 12. 


Him and Us from this horrid and helliſh 


Conſpiracy, concerning which we-may fay 
what was ſaid of Abfalom's, the Conſpiracy 
was ftrong ; and his Majeſty having thought: 
fit to appoint this Day for Solemn 7hanksgi- 
vine for ſuch his miraculous and happy Deli- - 
verarnce, of which that we mighe- be the 
more {ſcnfible, having alſo -publiſh'd - his 
Royal Declaration concerning the Prepara- 
tives: to,- the Mechods and Progreſs of this 
Treafonable C— and ordered it to 
be twice read in our Churches ; we ought, 
as in Dnty bound to God, the King, and 
our -Sdyes;, to'retarn our moſt devour and 
humble Thankfulneſs to'the Divine Author 
of this great Deliverance. ' 'Which is 'the 


ſecond Particular I am''now to. conſider: 
' Tho haſt delivered me, &&. © IS! 


2 Sam. 15. 18. 


... Tho David, when he withdrew from 

falem,” had;- beſides his” Houthold' Ser- 
vants,” fit hundred of his Guards abouc* 
Inm; all expetienc'd. and' vatrant Mcn; and 
ſuch as were thought ſaffictent by 44ſa- 


lom, 


Seprember 9th. x53 © rg 


om, and all his Counſellors EXCCPE Achitg- 2 umr7e v7, 


phel, upon'Huſhbai's Advice, to make 4 con ** '* 
fiderable Reliſtance, 1t not to endanger rhe 
Ovyerthrow of the Forces to be ſent out af- | 
ter him Tho he had ſent back Auſhai A 2 Sam. rg. v; 
wiſe and truſty Counſellor, with Inftruti- ** + 
ons to apply himſelf to 4b/a/om, and: to fall 
down and worſhipthe: Riſing Sun; and. 


to fall in with the Contederazes, :and; by 


to have chereby an Advantage to pierce in- 

co their Counſcls and Reſplutions, andſo to 
make them known to the Prieſts in Zeraſe- * #5: 35 
lem, whom the King had left there to ad- 
yertiſe him of what ſhould happen. Tho 

he - had gathered; up thoſe Forces: that in — 0. 
puch'd Barts: in; the Woad gaind the Vi: ' 


| tary over Abſalom and the. Rebels, yer he 


aſcubss the Honour of all-this to the Lord, 
and cdlebrarcs him, in this-Plalo, under all 
the Chataters that might \{peak' Delſence 
and Refuge, Strength and Security. For, 
{ajis he, v2. and 10 on, Zhe Lord z6.2py Rock, 
and my, Fortreſs;' aud Defiperers : The God of 
my Rock, 41 bim will L traft; ide -is my Shieh; 


_ and the” Hon of my Salvation, my high. Tow- 


er. and my Beg my (Savior. Thou faves 
me from Violence. Ade goes On, / wil 
| ; ”M 


, cal 


nd af all. bd che”; Se ; 3 C KR "TY EE ; [ 
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20 .* A'Sermots. PredtÞ i » |. | 
= call on the Lord who'ss worthy to be praifed, 
. ſhall Tbe ſaved from mine Enemies. G 
And tho His Sacred Majeſty” has many: 
Hearts to with' him well, and'ro (pray-for 
his Prefervation;'-many Eyes to difcover; - 
and many Hands to of” all Conff mms 
and Attempts againſt him ; tho he be wel 
provided 'of Guards, Forts at Land; and 
Ships' ar Seazitho he-be wall or'd 'with 
Arms and Aramunition, yer, for all theſe, 
he owes his Safety to God; fort was God 
that: ppt him fronnche Strfvings of his 
| Peop he. 03 BIR 
Mid our Goo King wias ſor fendble of the 
Divine Metcy to'him thereon, thar, as it 
+ camefrom's very«pood Hand, it-rhe hear- 
ing of macs People, with no leſs Picty than 
W1iſfdonr he declar'd,” That it was a Bleſſing 
of -Godobe had no ways merited, but that-God 
knew bi Heart, and be 'belite 4 bat preſers & 
bins for the 600i 1 Intentions: be as: had 
. to his Peopte. + 
_ And ſurcly-no lefs ſenſible ought. all his 
good 'Subjedtsto'be-of his Preſervation," in 
whoſe "their 'own 1s" fo' nearly *concern'd > 
nay, methinks his very-Enemiesſhould'ftand 
 amazd-at 'his-muraeglons Deliyerance,' and 
Pal, 218+ 23, conſe that ut wasvthic Loris: Doing, an 
re- 


J. therefore it ſhould be xrarvellons in their eyes. = 
4 For, that in their moſt zealous and, active 
| forming and carrying on, the Conſpiracy 
there ould happen fſuch' unaccountable 
Delays, - that in their repeated Deſigns they 
ſhould mect with fo frequent and ſtrange 
Diſappointments, that art laſt: God ſhould 
make an'Accident, .as it then feem'd, ſub- 
fervient to his Gracious Purpoſe, thar a par- 
ticular. Fire ſhould prevent a general Comba- 
tion, that his Anointed ſhould be as a Fire- 
brand pluck'd oat of the Burning,that tho ſome ame 4. 1r: 
few. may ſuffer Lol, yet. that, as the Apoſtle - 
ſpeaks upon. another: account ; he. himſelf: cor. z. 15: 
ſhould be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire, and'.that 
thereby the Confpirator's Works ſhould be «. :3. 
| reveal'd, that one"of the -hotreſt and moſt 
furious. of the Accomplices ſhould be the 
firſt couched 'with-Remorſe of Conſcience, 
to make! a Diſcovery ;. infomuch, that as 
the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, Their awn. Tongue ſhould vc 54 3: 
make them to fall. Such ſignal Inftances, as | 
theſe, of God's gracious and miraculous 
[ Procection,of his Anointed,. together with 
j All thoſe providennial Preſervations of him 
through. the. whole Courſe of his Reign, 
ſhould, one would think, be a means to bow 
down. the ſtiff Neck, and the Iron.Sinew of 


his: 


- Ads s. 35: 


bY thay thoſe 


Aris Prom © * 


his moſt- obdurate and rebellious Encmics, 
and eo diſcourage the moſt daring of thoſe 


Sons of Violence tor the future, who have nor. 
hitherto been able to do him hurr. - 

Even the obſtinate Egyptians perceiving, 
tho late, the bad Succeſs of their Purſuit after, 
and Attempts fy cons” 1 the Iſraelites, were fo 
. wiſe as to- flee from the face of Iſra- 
el, for the Ld fighterh for them againſt the E- 


gyptians.: and Gamaliel very well advis'd the 


Counct that they ſhould take heed to them- 
{elves what they intended todo, as touch! 
the Apoſtles, for that if tbe C ouncil or the mg 
were -of God, they conld not overthrow it ; left 


Papſy they fould be found" even t0 o fight Hen 


And furel they miſt be more hardried 
ay tir rars, and more obſtinate. 
than thoſe Fews, © ako tial {ill perfiftto con- 


ſpire and attempt againſt him whom God 


Pf. 62:4, 


_ his 


has ſo fignally and conſtantly preſery'd; or as 
the Pfalnuſt expreſſes it, To 5ſe how to put 


him ont, whom God willexalt. Who ſhall think 
to tire outthat Providence of God which has 
been unwearied in working Miracles for his 


Cores $ Preſervation ; and to weary out 
me fa laſting Clemency, of which 


they have had bur to0 great and long Expc- 


TIICNCG 


rtence to make fuchalluſe,andrherefore may 


_. wellbethoughtunwortchyotit for the future. 


Bur as*his ' Enemies Malice, fo his own 
Goodnefs;-and God's Gentlenefs, as 'tis in the 
6th wv. of this Pſalm, together with his good 
zubjctt's Aﬀettions, willaffurcdly make him 
great; Great, as he iSGood; and as much the. 
Foy on Earth, as he 1s the Care of Heaven. And 
as thoſe repeated and illuftrious Evidences 
of God's Power and Goodneſs, in the many 
and great Deliverances of the King and Peo- 
ple of England, afford the fulleft and moſt. 
cffectual Anſwer to the like Queſtion rhe 


_ Perſian Eraperour put to Daniel, Is thy God, ;... 


whom thou ſerveſt continually able to deliver 
tbee? So in correſpondence to the Tenour 
of the Decree made by Darizs upon Dante? 's 
Dehycrance, ought both King and People 


\ 


tO fear and tremble before the Living God, who .,..c. 
is fledfaft for ever, and bis Kingdom that which © 


ſball not be deftroyed, and bis Dominion even un- 
to the End; Who delivereth and reſcueth, and þ...,. 
worketh Signs and Wonders in Heaven, and in 
Earth; and who then delivered Daniel from 
the Power of the Lyons, and #ow hath delivered 
our David from the Strivings of his People. 
And ſo1procced to the Apphlicatien. And 
1; Seeing it 1s God who hath -dehvered 
| = 35 our 


\ 
} 


_ 


I 


ngs of his. Pcople, 
we. ought in due Acknowledgment of {ſuch 
his Mercy: to return our: moſt ſolemn' and. 
devour Thankfulnefs to him : and ſurely che 


Proſpect of thoſe Miſeries, wherein, had their © 


cxecrable Deſign taken effect, we had all, e're- 
this Day, been involy'd, ought in a ſutable' 
Meaſure, to inhance our Gratitude to our 
gracious Dcliverer, who hath done ſo great: 
Things:for us; and, according to the excel- 
| Jent Form of the Collect, we onght to yield: 

him Praiſe and Thankſgiving for our Deli-/ 
verance from thoſe great and apparent Dan-- 
gers wherewith we were compaſled ; and to. 
acknowledge it his Goodneſs that we were: 
not deliver over as a Prey unto them. For: 
had not he infatuated their Counſels, and” 
blaſted their Deſigns; had nor he turn'd the 
Wiſdom of Achirophel into Folly, and made 
Abſalom's Progreſles come to nothing ; the. 
Policy of the one, and the Popularity of the. 
other, together with che deſperate 'and reſt-. 
le(s. "bo. cap Bhs of ..the. traiterous . and 
blood-thirſty Sons .of Violence, who: were. 
not afraid to ſtretch forth their” Hands rv: 
ſc1ze, or to deſtroy, the Lord's Anointed, 
would ſoon, . as indeed therein they had.-- 
ſumm'd them up, have brought upon this 

40 Land 


MW rnerp Zbim bed ad bel d# dir fade, 9£4n+-4- 0 
- oy Sages bel. Heach fey, when ſuch _— 
_ Mexoaverco for ning up' againſt us, we had ..: 
cy Fallen-imo i rheir: Hands, whoſe tender - I 
eiezarecruel.” And: Jo, not anto ws, 0 Lord, © 15.1: 
wor 19m 26; bur amro thy Name, we ge the Praiſe : 
"ye z bappy Deliverance. 4 FLA@ 
'2.\ Seeing 4015 God who hath ddlivered our. 
Dui rs Strivings- of: his. People, as: - 
We * tus foOr/ our: paſt On | 
rance,” wi ro pray.-unto him forthe -: 
Continuance of ; nirek cinerea and aswe - 
dos it his'Goptieſs that we were nor. - f 82.1 
ddivered over aswPrey unco'rhem, fo wemaſt - ,, = 
beſcech hiny-to coninue: ſuch his: Mercy -to- - | 
ward us: and ashe has becen-a ſtrong Tower 
of Defence-rous now-againkt the .Fice of our 
 Enenvies;) ſo-that. he may be'our ad ahh. PC 732, 
whereto we may always reſort : and as hehas ;;., .. 
ſene-forth his Strength, .fo, chache would /a-- " | 
bloſb the Thing that be-hath. "wrought for us. For - ff 
.tho' the King/has defervedly:ithe” Hearts and © 
AﬀeRzons of the moſt and beft of his People, j 
and--Mens. Eyes being. now op nd, daily. - { 
ins more and more; yetir-is the Lord thar:: = . 
eneth/ the: Eyes, and turneth the Hearts of | 
1 Meri, whitherſoover he will.” And: _—_ 
o I -- IDS 
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PC127. 1 yet, EXCEPT the Lord: keep :the: Crty;. the. Warc 64 
man wakerh but in vain :: And if hekegp it, 1no 


Storm. nor Aſſault can force'tt 3 :no Treachery 


can betray it, no Works-ean undermine 1t, no 


loſs. of Men, or want-of-Proviſions, 1can necth - 
Titate it to a Surrender. : 'Thercisno Creature . 


able to reſiſt his Power, there-is no Policy; or 
Prov, 21. -as-the wile King ſpeaks, Counſel or Under ſtand- 
3% . -ing-ggainft the Lord, He'can abate:thePride.of 
the'moſt hagghey and: ambirious,; he-can :af- 


{wage the Malice of the moſt 1mplacable and 


revengetul, and he can-confound:the Devices 
rrora6.5. of the moſt ſubrlc and politick ; 7boHaxd joyw 
The” inHand, em /oef not gnavtunibed; Thoyartie 
_ 188-2. Prophet 1ſaiah ſpeaks,: They aſaciate themſeloes, 


= 10. they ſhall be broken in pieces, tbo they take Coun- 


ſel together, it ſhall come to :nought 3 tho they 

ſpeak the Word, it ſhall nat fland:c: For: God 3s 

_ with us: | TER SH £2099 50 

' p£68.6. - Bur, ſeeing 1t 1s God that:maketh Men to be 

Prora6:;7. Of One mind in an Houle, :{ceing.it\s.he that 
maketh even our 'Enenues to.beat-Peack with 


us; ſecing 'it is he that can make onr preſent 
Diſtempers ſubſervient to our furure Health; 


2Ca.4.6.and he, that can command-Light toſhine:our 
.of Darkneſs, can alſo out of our Divifonsar 
Diſtractions produce Unity and Settlemerit; 
ARS ve 


the King has his Guards andplaccs of Strength, = 


'.* we ought&ro:; foy:'em unto. > ili, te "af: would 
"Y.: eh ax 0 to himſelf, tothe King, and 
JF to one another, that we may- all live in the 
T Unity oftheSpirit,' and in the Bond of Peace, s,..,., 
+... that his Majeſty's. Reign over. us nay belong 
and-profpcrous,. and that under him we may. 
lve a.godly and quiet Lafe; for, Obedicnce to 
z0d and the ic King i the beſt Expedient to ſe- 
_ ch Bief rrle Sen JW pr wager 
of them, he B e/fengs of a good King,” who, in | 
the utmoſt Extent.and height of f che Ch Chara- _ ra 
. er, (is; NE -to-us for Good.: Gt 
= © "Andthereforey; [our of: Policy:and Intereſt; as - 
- _well asQbligation and Dury, .we ſhould _ | 
ES God,-and "ur de the King. © Tos p - rm LN 
| hearken ok, Sinael's þ — 
ear ny {3h 2 _ apap 1 is 'T _ = 
ſedering. Dow great I hings he hath done:for us ; Wage 
{ol fan 3:k, to-do. michedhy,, we be conſumed. 
both we quil-our Kang. \ > wit 
- : 3. And haftly;:ſceing Godhathdclivered: our. 
I Dazid from. the Strinmgs of bis: People, let us. 
not.Ohly. praife him for che Deliverance,-.and 
_pray.unto. .him\for:.the;Continuance -of 'his. 
Protection; but let us endeavour to eſtabliſh. . 
our moſt Gracious Sovereign's Throne, to : 


//_ make his Reign. fafe and cortfortable to. hin: 
No 2! by. a ſincere = gqulul Neri Cargo "ng 


ence,cifown 
wdhrrefyrag >. 
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